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Guidance for Organizations Submitting Comments to OMB

Thank you for joining Alliance for Vision Research and partners across the research community in protecting the integrity of the federal research enterprise.
This document is intended to serve as a resource and starting point for your organization's comments. We strongly encourage organizations to customize the document rather than submit it verbatim.
OMB has indicated that "identical or substantially similar" submissions may be grouped together and not counted individually. For this reason, organizations should tailor their comments to reflect their unique mission, stakeholders, experiences, and concerns.
Comments must be submitted to OMB no later than July 13 at 11:59 p.m. EDT.
Comment submissions can be made here: OMB Comment Link
We also encourage organizations to review the accompanying FAQ document for additional background and context.
Recommendations for Partner Organizations
1. Personalize Your Introduction
Briefly describe your organization, the community you serve, and the role federally funded research plays in advancing your mission.
2. Focus on the Issues Most Relevant to Your Organization
You do not need to address every provision in the proposed rule. We encourage organizations to focus on the sections most relevant to their stakeholders, areas of expertise, and mission.
Feel free to delete sections that are not applicable or supplement the template with additional examples and concerns.
3. Include Organization-Specific Examples
“The most effective comments provide real-world examples of how federally funded research supports your work and the communities you serve.

Examples may include:
· Research breakthroughs supported by federal funding
· Patient outcomes and public health benefits
· Workforce development and training programs
· Scientific collaboration and research partnerships
· Economic and community impacts
· Potential effects of delays, uncertainty, or increased administrative burden
4. Describe the Impact on Your Community
Explain how the proposed changes could affect the patients, researchers, clinicians, institutions, students, trainees, advocates, or communities your organization represents.
5. Address Additional Concerns
The template focuses primarily on issues affecting biomedical and vision research, but organizations should feel free to raise other concerns relevant to their mission and stakeholders.
Issues Organizations May Wish to Highlight
Depending on your mission, you may wish to place greater emphasis on:
· The expanded role of political appointees in funding decisions
· The reduced role of independent scientific peer review
· Increased authority to modify or terminate active grants
· Restrictions affecting scientific conferences, publications, and dissemination of research findings
· New barriers to collaboration and research partnerships
· Additional administrative and compliance burdens
· Potential impacts on scientific innovation, workforce development, public health, and patient outcomes
Strong Comments Are Specific
The most impactful comments explain not only what provisions are concerning, but why those provisions matter.
Whenever possible, provide concrete examples from your organization's experience and explain the potential consequences for the individuals and communities you serve.
The goal is not to generate identical comments. The goal is to demonstrate the broad and diverse ways these proposed changes could affect researchers, patients, clinicians, academic institutions, nonprofits, industry partners, and the scientific enterprise.
Together, our collective voices can help ensure that research funding decisions continue to be guided by scientific merit, rigorous peer review, transparency, and the needs of patients.
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