
 
THE ALLIANCE FOR EYE AND VISION RESEARCH  

 

In conjunction with: 

American Glaucoma Society  

Assoc. for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 

Glaucoma Research Foundation 

Optometric Glaucoma Society 

Prevent Blindness America 

The Glaucoma Foundation   
   

Invite you to join us for a Luncheon Briefing Recognizing   
World Glaucoma Week 2011   

    
GlaucomaGlaucomaGlaucomaGlaucoma: Understanding Disease Progression : Understanding Disease Progression : Understanding Disease Progression : Understanding Disease Progression         

 

Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, March March March March 9999,,,,    2020202011111111    
12 Noon - 1:30 pm 

House Rayburn B-340 
 

Featuring Speaker Joel S. Schuman, M.D., F.A.C.S.  

(University of Pittsburgh Medical Center) and real-time  

Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) imaging of the eye,  

courtesy of Carl Zeiss Meditec Inc.   
   

Please R.S.V.P. to  

Dina Beaumont @ 202-530-4672 or Dinabeau@aol.com          
 

Note: AEVR, a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Educational Foundation, is pleased to host 

this widely attended event 



“Glaucoma: Understanding Disease Progression”  

Recognizing World Glaucoma Week 2011 (March 6-12)   

March 9, 2011  

12:00 – 1:30 pm, House Rayburn B-340 

RSVP to:  202-530-4672 or Dinabeau@aol.com 

 
What is glaucoma and why is it important? 
Glaucoma, a progressive disease of the optic nerve that robs individuals of both peripheral and central 

vision, is the second leading cause of preventable vision loss in the United States, afflicting 2.2 million 

Americans, and the leading cause of permanent blindness worldwide, afflicting 67 million individuals. It 

often has no symptoms until vision loss occurs. The National Eye Institute (NEI) within the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) estimates that, in the US, more than half of the individuals with glaucoma are 

unaware they have it. Glaucoma affects all age groups and disproportionately affects underserved 

minority populations, with African-Americans having a three times greater risk of developing it 
than White Americans. It is the leading cause of irreversible vision loss in African-Americans and 

Hispanics. The first World Glaucoma Day was held on March 6, 2008, and the US House of 

Representatives passed H.R. 981, which recognized the event and supported NEI’s efforts to research the 

causes of and treatments for glaucoma. The day has expanded into a week of events held worldwide.    

 

What is new in glaucoma research?  
NEI-funded clinician-scientist Joel S. Schuman, M.D., F.A.C.S., will describe the nature of glaucoma as a 

complex neurodegenerative disease and report on the latest research into progression of the disease, for 

example, how structural changes detected by advanced imaging techniques, such as optical coherence 

tomography (OCT), may correlate with changes in vision. In 2008 and 2010, the glaucoma research 

community came together in meetings sponsored jointly by the NEI and the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) to discuss the latest in NEI-funded glaucoma research and how those findings 

could potentially support the approval of new drug and device diagnostics and therapies for the disease.    

 

Dr. Schuman will conduct real-time imaging of the eye using OCT, courtesy of Carl Zeiss 

Meditec, Inc.  

 

Who will speak? 
Joel S. Schuman , M.D., F.A.C.S., is the Eye and Ear Foundation Professor and Chairman, Department 

of Ophthalmology, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. He also directs the UMPC Eye Center, 

serves as a Professor of Bioengineering, and has founded the Center’s Glaucoma Imaging Group, in 

which researchers examine the structure-function relationship in glaucoma and other diseases of the eye 

through the use of cutting-edge imaging technology.  

 

About the Alliance and its Decade of Vision 2010-2020 Initiative… 

In H. Res 366 and S. Res. 209 passed in 2009, Congress designated 2010-2020 as The Decade of 

Vision and acknowledged AEVR’s efforts to provide sustained education about the impact of eye 

disease. AEVR, a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation, is hosting this widely attended event with:  

American Glaucoma Society (AGS)     

Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO) 

Glaucoma Research Foundation (GRF) 

Optometric Glaucoma Society (OGS) 

Prevent Blindness America (PBA) 

The Glaucoma Foundation (TGF) 


