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Congress has dedicated an unprece-

dented level of funding for TBI treat-

ment and research, which has allowed 

DOD to make great strides in identi-

fying and treating brain injuries. But 

despite the increased funding, service-

members and veterans suffering from 

posttraumatic stress and TBI are still 

limited as to where and when they can 

be treated. Sometimes the very best 

treatment for their injuries can be 

found outside of the traditional DOD/ 

VA networks. There are some out-

standing programs providing first- 

class, effective treatment to our re-

turning soldiers, yet those programs 

are not eligible for payment. 
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I had a chance to visit one of these 

facilities, the Pathway Home program, 

run out of the California Veterans 

Home. It’s just an outstanding program 

providing great service to some very 

deserving heroes, and they should be 

reimbursed.

Our troops and veterans have 

earned—they’ve earned the very best 

treatment and care that we can pro-

vide. But sometimes, as I said, the best 

treatments aren’t available at military 

and veteran medical facilities. 

The Sessions-Thompson amendment 

will make sure that our heroes who re-

turn from combat with TBI or PTS 

have access to the highest quality care 

our Nation has to offer. We have a re-

sponsibility to help those who have 

sacrificed so much in defense of our 

great Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 

amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-

man, I move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from New Jersey is recognized for 5 

minutes.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-

man, we’re pleased to accept the gen-

tlemen from Texas and California’s 

amendment. We know what happens to 

those who suffer from traumatic brain 

injury and post-traumatic stress syn-

drome.

Mr. DICKS. Will the gentleman 

yield?

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I yield to the 

ranking member. 

Mr. DICKS. I just want to concur. I 

think this is a deserving amendment. 

We cannot do enough on these issues 

because this is going to have a lifetime 

effect on these people; and the more we 

do, as they come home, and even before 

they go to find out who is susceptible, 

this is critically important and will 

save us a lot of money. 

We will accept the amendment on our 

side.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I yield back 

the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS).

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from New Jersey is recognized for 5 

minutes.
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

to engage the ranking member of the 

Defense Subcommittee for the purpose 

of a colloquy. 
Mr. Ranking Member, I recently 

wrote a letter to the Secretary of De-

fense to ask for his assistance in docu-

menting the annual cost to the mili-

tary of treating servicemembers and 

veterans who are living with hydro-

cephalus.
Hydrocephalus is a medical condition 

characterized by the abnormal accu-

mulation of fluid within the brain. Ex-

perts suspect that two-thirds of the 

41,000 servicemembers diagnosed with 

moderate to severe traumatic brain in-

juries over the past decade also suffer 

from hydrocephalus. 
The primary treatment for hydro-

cephalus, a shunt implanted in the 

brain, was developed decades ago and 

has the highest failure rate of any im-

planted medical device. Veterans living 

with this condition will face a lifetime 

of medical uncertainties and incur 

costly brain surgeries, unless a better 

treatment is found. 
Would the ranking member, the gen-

tleman, be willing to work with us to 

help gain a better understanding of the 

incidence and cost of hydrocephalus 

among our injured servicemembers and 

veterans so we can focus the appro-

priate amount of DOD research dollars 

on finding a better treatment? 
I yield to the ranking member. 
Mr. DICKS. The committee recog-

nizes the serious trouble of traumatic 

brain injury, as you just noted, and re-

lated conditions; and I’m happy to 

work with the gentleman from New 

Jersey to improve understanding of 

this important issue as we confer with 

the other body and work with our ma-

jority Members here who are deeply 

concerned, as we are, about this 

amendment.
Mr. ANDREWS. I yield back the bal-

ance of my time. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. WALZ OF

MINNESOTA

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-

man, I have an amendment at the desk. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-

port the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Page 9, line 6, after the dollar amount in-

sert the following: ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)’’. 
Page 35, line 15, after the dollar amount in-

sert the following: ‘‘(increased by $5,00,000)’’. 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount in-

sert the following: ‘‘(increased by 

$5,000,000)’’.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota (during the 

reading). Mr. Chairman, I ask to dis-

pense with the reading of the amend-

ment.
The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection 

to the request of the gentleman from 

Minnesota?
There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. I would like 

to thank the chairman and the ranking 

member for the great work they’re 

doing on this. I’d also like to thank 

them for their commitment, not just to 

the defense of this Nation, but to the 

care of those warriors who so dearly 

pay for that defense. 
What this amendment does is it in-

creases the appropriation in the Sen-

sory Injury Defense Research pro-

grammatic request from $5 million to 

$10 million for core vision and eye re-

search. This important research will be 

paid for by redirecting funds from Op-

erations and Management Budget. 
You’ve heard it on the last several 

speakers talking about traumatic brain 

injury, the issues that come from that. 

One of the core indicators and one of 

the first indicators of traumatic brain 

injury or mild traumatic brain injury 

is eye injury. 
The brave warriors that sustain 

these, whether they’re puncture inju-

ries or whether they’re from concussive 

blast injuries, start to manifest them-

selves in loss of vision and eye injuries. 

Of all of the TBIs that happen in the 

war zone, 70 percent suffer some type of 

vision loss. The research to deal with 

this has long-term benefits. 
It is, as I said, one of the first indica-

tors of brain injury. We could start to 

get early treatment on that, and all 

the research seems to show that cog-

nitive ability is affected positively the 

sooner we get on top of that. 

There is $600 million and I know 

tough decisions are made in this bill 

towards research and battlefield inju-

ries; 15 percent of all those injuries are 

eye injuries. The $10 million number 

that we’re requesting gives us basic 

adequate numbers, a floor number, if 

you will, to start getting that research 

done.

So I am very appreciative of the 

tough decisions that get made in this. 

I would encourage my colleagues to 

support this amendment to beef up the 

eye injury research, and I would argue 

it’s morally the right thing to do. 

We’ve been trying to work on this with 

a combination of VA and DOD to get 

that going. 

I yield back the remainder of my 

time.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-

man, I move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from New Jersey is recognized for 5 

minutes.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. We’re 

pleased to accept the gentleman from 

Minnesota’s amendment, and we salute 

him for his advocacy. 

I could tell you from a personal visit 

from a soldier who lost his sight, Tim 

Fallon from Long Valley, New Jersey, 

who came into my office to advocate, 

that these are dollars well spent. We 

need to spend more on these types of 

investments because too many soldiers 

are coming home with, I think, things 

that could be potentially benefited 

from this type of investment in terms 

of having the potential. 

Mr. DICKS. Will the gentleman 

yield?
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I am happy 

to yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DICKS. I concur with the chair-

man and want to say to the gentleman 

from Minnesota, we appreciate his 

service to the country. You know a lot 

more about this than some of us who 

were not in the service, and we appre-

ciate your leadership on this issue. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I yield back 

the balance of the time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-

tleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ).
The amendment was agreed to. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. HIGGINS

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Chairman, I have 

an amendment at the desk. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-

port the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Page 9, line 6, after the dollar amount in-

sert the following: ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000)’’. 
Page 32, line 18, after the dollar amount in-

sert the following: ‘‘(increased by 

$10,000,000)’’.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from New York is recognized for 5 min-

utes.
Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Chairman, the De-

partment of Defense oversees impor-

tant research into the varied threats 

that face our Nation. This research is 

essential to safeguarding our commu-

nities and empowering research insti-

tutions and universities to come up 

with the creative solutions to detect, 

confront, and neutralize weapons of 

mass destruction. 
My amendment is very straight-

forward. It would increase funding by 

$10 million for the defense-wide re-

search, development, test and evalua-

tion account. It is offset by reducing 

funding for the operation and mainte-

nance defense-wide account. 
The intent of this amendment is to 

support the ongoing work that is being 

performed through basic research pro-

grams at the Defense Threat Reduction 

Agency, which is the Department of 

Defense’s official Combat Support 

Agency for countering weapons of mass 

destruction.
The grants provided by this funding 

support 160 research projects across the 

Nation. Twenty-one universities par-

ticipate in competitive research 

projects that help to define, detect, and 

mitigate the proliferation and use of 

weapons of mass destruction. This im-

portant work is providing us with a 

better understanding of the threats we 

face and creating new innovative solu-

tions to the security risks posed by a 

chemical, biological, or nuclear attack 

on the United States homeland. 
I ask my colleagues to support this 

amendment and the important life-

saving research being performed at im-

portant institutions across the coun-

try.
I yield back the balance of my time. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I move to 

strike the last word. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from New Jersey is recognized for 5 

minutes.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-

man, I strongly object to the arbitrary 

reductions to the Operations and Main-

tenance, Defense-Wide appropriations 

account.

The Operations and Maintenance ap-

propriations account funding, as Mr. 

YOUNG stated a few minutes ago, is 

critical to the readiness, safety, and 

quality of life for our brave men and 

women who volunteer to serve each 

and every day. Cutting this account 

would hurt our readiness, and that is 

something we cannot do at this point 

in time. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-

tleman from New York (Mr. HIGGINS).

The amendment was rejected. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 

read.

The Clerk read as follows: 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

RESERVE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 

necessary for the operation and mainte-

nance, including training, organization, and 

administration, of the Army Reserve; repair 

of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger 

motor vehicles; travel and transportation; 

care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of 

services, supplies, and equipment; and com-

munications, $3,199,423,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY RESERVE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 

necessary for the operation and mainte-

nance, including training, organization, and 

administration, of the Navy Reserve; repair 

of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger 

motor vehicles; travel and transportation; 

care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of 

services, supplies, and equipment; and com-

munications, $1,256,347,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS

RESERVE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 

necessary for the operation and mainte-

nance, including training, organization, and 

administration, of the Marine Corps Reserve; 

repair of facilities and equipment; hire of 

passenger motor vehicles; travel and trans-

portation; care of the dead; recruiting; pro-

curement of services, supplies, and equip-

ment; and communications, $277,377,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

RESERVE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 

necessary for the operation and mainte-

nance, including training, organization, and 

administration, of the Air Force Reserve; re-

pair of facilities and equipment; hire of pas-

senger motor vehicles; travel and transpor-

tation; care of the dead; recruiting; procure-

ment of services, supplies, and equipment; 

and communications, $3,362,041,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

NATIONAL GUARD

For expenses of training, organizing, and 

administering the Army National Guard, in-

cluding medical and hospital treatment and 

related expenses in non-Federal hospitals; 

maintenance, operation, and repairs to 

structures and facilities; hire of passenger 

motor vehicles; personnel services in the Na-

tional Guard Bureau; travel expenses (other 

than mileage), as authorized by law for 

Army personnel on active duty, for Army 

National Guard division, regimental, and 

battalion commanders while inspecting units 

in compliance with National Guard Bureau 

regulations when specifically authorized by 

the Chief, National Guard Bureau; supplying 

and equipping the Army National Guard as 

authorized by law; and expenses of repair, 

modification, maintenance, and issue of sup-

plies and equipment (including aircraft), 

$7,187,731,000.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For expenses of training, organizing, and 

administering the Air National Guard, in-

cluding medical and hospital treatment and 

related expenses in non-Federal hospitals; 

maintenance, operation, and repairs to 

structures and facilities; transportation of 

things, hire of passenger motor vehicles; sup-

plying and equipping the Air National 

Guard, as authorized by law; expenses for re-

pair, modification, maintenance, and issue of 

supplies and equipment, including those fur-

nished from stocks under the control of 

agencies of the Department of Defense; trav-

el expenses (other than mileage) on the same 

basis as authorized by law for Air National 

Guard personnel on active Federal duty, for 

Air National Guard commanders while in-

specting units in compliance with National 

Guard Bureau regulations when specifically 

authorized by the Chief, National Guard Bu-

reau, $6,608,826,000. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE

ARMED FORCES

For salaries and expenses necessary for the 

United States Court of Appeals for the 

Armed Forces, $13,516,000, of which not to ex-

ceed $5,000 may be used for official represen-

tation purposes. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, ARMY

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Army, 

$335,921,000, to remain available until trans-

ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 

Army shall, upon determining that such 

funds are required for environmental res-

toration, reduction and recycling of haz-

ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 

and debris of the Department of the Army, 

or for similar purposes, transfer the funds 

made available by this appropriation to 

other appropriations made available to the 

Department of the Army, to be merged with 

and to be available for the same purposes 

and for the same time period as the appro-

priations to which transferred: Provided fur-

ther, That upon a determination that all or 

part of the funds transferred from this appro-

priation are not necessary for the purposes 

provided herein, such amounts may be trans-

ferred back to this appropriation: Provided

further, That the transfer authority provided 

under this heading is in addition to any 

other transfer authority provided elsewhere 

in this Act. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, NAVY

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Navy, 

$310,594,000, to remain available until trans-

ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 

Navy shall, upon determining that such 

funds are required for environmental res-

toration, reduction and recycling of haz-

ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 

and debris of the Department of the Navy, or 

for similar purposes, transfer the funds made 

available by this appropriation to other ap-

propriations made available to the Depart-

ment of the Navy, to be merged with and to 

be available for the same purposes and for 

the same time period as the appropriations 

to which transferred: Provided further, That 

upon a determination that all or part of the 

funds transferred from this appropriation are 

not necessary for the purposes provided here-

in, such amounts may be transferred back to 

this appropriation: Provided further, That the 

transfer authority provided under this head-

ing is in addition to any other transfer au-

thority provided elsewhere in this Act. 
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