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On December 30, the President signed the 
FY2006 LHHS Appropriations Conference 
Report (HR3010) that included a 0.5 percent 
and 0.7 percent increase for the NIH and 
NEI, respectively. However, the FY2006 
Defense Appropriations Conference Report 
(HR 2863), also signed by the President on 
December 30, contained a one percent across-
the-board cut for non-defense programs, 
which resulted in a net negative for the NIH 
and all of its Institutes, including the NEI. As 
a result, NEI funding decreased by $2 million 
(see accompanying chart).
 The legislative process that resulted in this 
net negative was not without controversy. 
Earlier in December, the House rejected 
the initial LHHS conference report—some 
members opposing it due to the minimal 
increase for health and education programs, 
others opposing it since $1 million of 
earmarks had been stripped from the 
bill. Despite efforts by Senate LHHS 
Appropriations Subcommittee leaders Sen. 
Arlen Specter (R-PA) and Sen. Tom Harkin 
(D-IA) to increase NIH funding by $1 billion 
(or a 3.7 percent increase for NIH/NEI over 
FY2005), the lower House-passed numbers 
prevailed, which were reduced even further by 
the across-the-board cut.
 NAEVR’s networks sent thousands of email 
letters to Congress urging increased  NIH/
NEI funding, many of which were generated 
by ARVO members and by American 
Academy of Optometry (AAOptom) members, 
who met December 8-11 in San Diego. 

NAEVR also hand-delivered materials 
of support for NEI funding, generated 
in conjunction with the White House 
Conference on Aging. 
 The entire medical research advocacy 
community is disappointed that the net of 
these actions means a decrease in FY2006 
NIH funding, which is the first time that the 
NIH budget has been cut in 30 years. This 
decrease is compounded due to a biomedical 
inflation rate of 3.2 percent that will further 
erode programmatic dollars. In recent 
communications with Capitol Hill, and in 
planning its FY2007 strategy, NAEVR is 
emphasizing that these cuts to NIH come 
at a time of tangible examples of the value 
of vision research, such as the discovery of 
an AMD gene, and which could result in 
significant missed opportunities. 

FY2004
ACTUAL

FY2005
ACTUAL

FY2006
ENACTED*

NEI

NIH

FY2003
$652.7 M

+3.3%

FY2003
$669.1 M

+2.5%

FY2003
$666.8 M

–0.3%

FY2003
$28.3 B
+3.1%

FY2003
$28.4 B

+2%

FY2003
$28.3 B
–0.2%

*Reflects 1% across-the-board cut on FY2006 
appropriated 0.7% NEI/0.5% NIH increase  
over FY2005; NIH net of one-time expenses

James Jorkasky assists Dr. William Cochran 
in contacting Congress from the AAOptom 
Annual Meeting

Ph
o

to
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

o
f R

ev
ie

w
 o

f O
pt

om
et

ry
 2

0
0

5
, A

A
O

 T
im

es

Congress Finalizes FY2006 LHHS Appropriations 
with Net Negative for NIH/NEI  


