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I recently spent two days in Capitol Hill 
visits with NAEVR Executive Director  
Jim Jorkasky and Advocacy Manager 
David Epstein. I was delighted with the 
generous amount of time provided by staff 
in key offices to discuss the vision commu-
nity’s issues. NAEVR has used this elec-
tion recess time wisely—through my visits, 
as well as the 40-plus visits conducted by 
the ARVO Board of Trustees during its 
October 20 Lobby Day, detailed inside.
 My priority on the Hill this year has 
been National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
reauthorization. I was pleased to thank 
key staff of House Energy and Commerce 
(E&C) Committee Members from both 
sides of the aisle for their responsiveness 
in significantly improving the legisla-
tive draft that resulted in the House bill 
passed with strong bipartisan support just 
prior to the election recess. This includes 
Cheryl Jaeger and Katherine Martin from 
E&C Committee Chairman Joe Barton’s 
(R-TX) staff, and John Ford of Ranking 
Member Cong. John Dingell’s (D-MI) 
staff. NAEVR endorsed this bill, but only 
after the controversial budget clusters were 
eliminated and its provisions were aligned 
with the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) 
recommendations.
 The bill’s improvements were a direct 
result of advocacy by the medical research 
community, and NAEVR should be 
proud of the tenacity of Jim Jorkasky and 
Legislative Counsel John Porter in urging 
appropriate changes. To demonstrate Jim’s 
and John’s leadership in this regard, the 
majority of my recent visits were spent 
with Republican and Democratic Mem-
bers of the Senate Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee, 
which has Senate jurisdiction over NIH. 
As noted in the next story, although the 
Senate may not take up NIH reauthori-
zation this session, NAEVR has already 
been in key offices building relationships 
and offering its assistance in post-election 
legislative actions. 
 We also spent time with Senate Appro-
priators, since NIH champions Sen. Arlen 
Specter (R-PA) and Sen. Tom Harkin (D-
IA) will feel strongly about any Senate bill.
 The National Eye Institute (NEI) 
had just announced the second phase 
of its Age-Related Eye Diseases Study 
(AREDS), building upon the first study 
which demonstrated that high-dose 
antioxidant vitamins and minerals reduced 
the risk of progression to advanced age-
related macular degeneration (AMD) by 
25 percent. I emphasized to staff how this 
research meets so many of the goals of 
NIH reauthorization, such as trans-Insti-
tute research, as well as NIH Director Dr. 
Zerhouni’s goals, such as prevention re-
search. I commend NEI Director Dr. Paul 
Sieving and his team for communicating 
the value of NEI research via-a-vis NIH’s 
larger goals. And I wish to recognize Jim 
Jorkasky, too, as he recently received a let-
ter of commendation from Dr. Zerhouni 
for NAEVR/AEVR efforts to amplify 
that NEI value message broadly. 
 I appreciate your commitment to 
NAEVR/AEVR and look forward to 
working with all network members. 
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Dr. Ryan (right) speaks with Dr. David Bernstein in the 
office of Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA),  
Ranking Member of the Senate HELP Committee

“Although the Senate may not 
take up NIH reauthorization this 
session, NAEVR has already been 
in key offices building relationships 
and offering its assistance in  
post-election legislative actions.”

James Jorkasky (left) and Dr. Ryan with  
Karen LaMontagne in the office of Sen. Orrin Hatch 
(R-UT), a Senate HELP Committee Member and 
advocate for expanded embryonic stem  
cell research 


