
Articles herein describe the tangible 
results of NAEVR’s advocacy: $6.5 
million more in vision research funding 
at the National Eye Institute (NEI) in 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2008; two rounds of 
FY2008 defense-related vision research 
funding opportunities; a first-ever 
dedicated line item for defense-related 
vision research, funded at $4 million in 
FY2009; and the implementation of the 
new Vision Center of Excellence and 
Military Eye Injury Registry, managed 
within the Department of Defense 
(DOD) in coordination with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).   

Regarding the latter, at the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology annual 
meeting in Atlanta, the NAEVR Board 
hosted Colonel Donald Gagliano, M.D., 
who was just named to serve as the Vision 
Center Director, with former NAEVR 
Board member Claude Cowan, Jr., M.D., 
as Deputy Director. NAEVR Executive 
Director Jim Jorkasky will host Dr. 
Gagliano in meetings with key vision 
community contacts over the next few 
weeks. I am pleased that Jim has worked 
effectively with NAEVR Legislative 
Counsel John Porter in pursuing DOD 
and VA support. Due to the uncertain 
nature of National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) funding, defense-related vision 
research has become a dedicated funding 
source. NAEVR estimates that the 
FY2009 Defense appropriations include 
$20 million for vision-related research 
throughout the country. 

The environment for NIH funding 
increases is changing. President-elect 
Barack Obama has vowed to double 
science funding over the next ten years. 
Congressional research champions have 
included a $1 billion NIH increase in 
the economic stimulus package being 
considered, acknowledging the short–and 
long-term return on investment from 
medical research. As acting NIH 
Director Raynard Kington, M.D., Ph.D., 
has noted, each $500 million increment of 
additional NIH investment translates into 
1,400 grants and 9,000 jobs. 

With the opportunities presented by 
the new Administration and Congress 
come challenges. Chief among these is 
the potential renewed effort to “cluster” 
Institute budgets at NIH, which 
NAEVR has opposed in the past to 
ensure the breadth of vision research. The 
Scientific Management Review Board 
(SMRB), which was established by the 
NIH Reform Act of 2006 to advise on 
NIH management and structure, will 
meet initially in January 2009. It plans 
to issue an initial report within a year 
of the arrival of a new NIH Director, 
which could include a budget cluster 
recommendation. NAEVR is once 
again leading the effort to maintain the 
dedicated NEI budget line item and has 
initiated a preemptive strategy.

A key part of our strategy in 2009 is 
leading a year-long vision community 
celebration of the 40th anniversary 
of the creation of the NEI. We will 

seek a Congressional resolution that 
acknowledges NEI’s 40 years of research 
to benefit patients and designates 2010-
2020 as the Decade of Vision (DOV). We 
will conduct a series of DOV–branded 
activities to ensure sustained awareness of 
the value of NEI-funded vision research. 
All will be accomplished through 
existing funding and the “sweat equity” 
contributions of members. 

As we look to 2009 and close out 2008, 
we say goodbye and thank you to former 
NIH Director Elias Zerhouni, M.D. and 
offer our support to Dr. Kington. We 
also bid farewell to a year of activities 
acknowledging the 15th anniversary of 
NAEVR/AEVR, while preparing to take 
up the banner of the Decade of Vision 
2010-2020 Initiative.  

I thank you for your commitment to and 
support for the Alliances. I look forward 
to working with you in 2009.
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Colonel Donald Gagliano, M.D., (center) with 
NAEVR Board Member David Pyott (left), 
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive 
Officer, Allergan, Inc., and NAEVR President 
Stephen Ryan, M.D. 
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A key part of our strategy in 2009 is leading a year-long vision community 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of the creation of the NEI.


