
On September 17 (House) and 18 (Senate) 
Congress passed—and a day later the 
President signed —the CR that funds 
government programs in Fiscal Year (FY) 
2015 (which began October 1) at the FY2014 
level until December 11, 2014. Since the CR 
includes new funding for Ebola response 
and research that was not within FY2014 
spending levels, it makes an across-the-
board cut of 0.055 percent. This translates 
to an annualized cut of $378,000 to the 
NEI’s FY2014 appropriation of $682.4 M, 
which is about the current $400,000 value 
of one investigator-initiated grant (R01), 
prior to any other cuts or transfers. Note 
that under the CR, NEI cannot spend by any 
date in FY2015 more than it spent by the 
same date in FY2014.  

Although the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
(LHHS) Appropriations Subcommittee marked up its FY2015 spending 
bill in June (see chart above), the House Republican leadership has not 
marked up  its bill, primarily due to concern about funding for Affordable 
Care Act programs.  On September 15, Cong. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), 
Ranking Member of the House LHHS Appropriations Subcommittee, 
released a Democratic bill that funds NIH at $30.63 billion, an increase 
of $778 million or 2.6 percent over FY2014 and restores the NIH budget 
to the pre-sequestration level. The bill funds NEI at $687 million, about 
$4 million more than the Senate’s bill but still $15 million below NEI’s 
FY2012 pre-sequester funding level. This bill serves as a potential 
“marker” in negotiations for an FY2015 omnibus spending bill.  

On July 8, the NonDefense Discretionary (NDD) United Coalition 
released its latest report entitled Faces of Austerity: How Budget 
Cuts Hurt America’s Health which focused on the impact of sequester 
cuts on access, research, threat detection and response, and the 
workforce.  In its first report issued in November 2013 and entitled 
Faces of Austerity: How Budget Cuts Have Made Us Sicker, Poorer, 
and Less Secure, NDD United’s chapter on biomedical research 
reported on how the sequester cuts were jeopardizing innovation, 
economic growth, competitiveness, and career life line.  

NAEVR, which was a financial supporter of the latest report, has 
used these data to advocate for full restoration of past sequester 
cuts and for Congress to work in a bipartisan manner to develop a 
balanced deficit reduction plan that eliminates future cuts.  

On July 24, Senate LHHS Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Tom 
Harkin (D-IA) introduced the Accelerating Biomedical Research Act 
(S. 2658). The legislation gives the Appropriations Committee the 
authority to increase funding for the NIH as long as appropriators 
provide $29.9 billion for NIH each fiscal year. In total, appropriations 
may provide up to $46.2 billion at the end of the seven year period 
from FY2015-2021. The additional funding allows an initial increase 
of 10 percent in each of the first two years, followed by 5 percent 
increases each year thereafter. 

Sen. Harkin, who is retiring at the end of this term, has been a 
longstanding champion for medical research. In his July 24 floor 
statement he said, “It is time for us on a bipartisan basis to reverse 
this erosion of support for biomedical research to ensure America’s 
standing as a world leader in this field.” NAEVR has endorsed the bill.

The CR avoids the threat of a government 
shutdown since Congress was not able 
to pass any of the 12 “regular order” 
appropriations bills (the House passed 
seven, the Senate none) in time for the start 
of the new fiscal year. Congress returns in 
mid-November for a lame duck session, 
and what it accomplishes depends on the 
election results, especially any changes 
in Senate leadership. Prior to the election 
recess, both Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski 
(D-MD) and House Appropriations 
Committee Chair Hal Rogers (R-KY) 
expressed their desire for Congress to 
finalize FY2015 appropriations before the 
year’s end through an omnibus spending 
bill. However, Congress could pass another 
short-term CR (possibly to March 2015), 
enabling time to consider other issues 
such as the debt limit, entitlement reform, 
or additional spending cuts in an omnibus. 
It could also pass a CR that funds the 
remainder of FY2015 at the FY2014 level.  
As Congress considers FY2016, it will need 
to deal with a return to the Budget Control 
Act-mandated sequester cuts unless it 
can develop a revised formula for revenue 
generation and budget cuts. 

“Although Congress passed a CR that avoids 
a government shutdown as FY2015 begins, 
NAEVR urges legislators to make final “regular 
order” appropriations a priority in the lame 
duck session and to adequately fund medical 

research, including vision research. NAEVR 
has stressed in its testimony to Congress that, 
as the NEI budget has been decreasing since 
FY2012 due to a combination of flat funding, 
sequester cuts, and the lack of inflationary 

increases, the prevalence of eye disease and 
vision impairment has been increasing, as has 
the associated cost, estimated at $145 billion 
annually in 2014 and projected to grow to $717 
billion by year 2050.” 
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 net reflects $5.6M transferred back to NIH Central of dissolved Ocular Implications of AIDS trials funding.
^ NEI operational net reflects $6.9M transferred back to NIH Central of dissolved AIDS trials funding and Secretary transfer
^^ NEI percent increase is on FY2014 appropriation
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Visit the NIH/NEI funding section of NAEVR’s Web site at www.eyeresearch.org for full details


