
In 2014, the vision community 
has released a series of studies 
about the prevalence and cost 
of eye disease and the public’s 
concern about experiencing 
vision loss. On June 18, Prevent 
Blindness released a study 
that projected to year 2050 
the prevalence and annual 
cost of eye disease−the latter 
at $717 billion, approaching a 
trillion dollars. On September 
18, AEVR released at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. its 
new poll The Public’s Attitudes about the 
Health and Economic Impact of Vision Loss 
and Eye Disease, detailed inside this Report, 
which shows that all Americans across racial 
and ethnic groups describe losing eyesight as 
potentially having the greatest impact on their 
day-to-day life. This poll, commissioned by 
Research!America and conducted by Zogby 
Analytics, was sponsored by a grant from 
Research to Prevent Blindness (RPB), which 
conducted the first-ever attitudinal survey 
about vision and vision loss in 1965.  

We now have the strongest and most 
compelling data ever to make the case for 
federal funding for vision research. In fact, 
on September 18, AEVR also released a new 
Vision and Blindness fact sheet jointly with R!A 
and RPB that presents the latest prevalence/
cost data and describes the impact of National 
Eye Institute (NEI)-funded research. But it 
does not stop there. It also features a patient 
perspective from Paul D’Addario, who was 
blinded by Retinitis Pigmentosa and for 
several years has used the Argus II Retinal 
Prosthesis (implanted at The Wilmer Institute) 
that enables him to see flashes of light that 
his brain translates into outlines of objects. 
Paul attended the release event and spoke to 
reporters. 

As AEVR’s expert panel (see right) at the 
release event noted, the quantitative and 
qualitative data actually represent people—the 
faces behind the numbers—including patients 
with eye disease, veterans with military eye 
trauma, individuals who fear vision loss and 
need to be educated about it, and researchers 
and clinicians who are devoted to reducing 
that projected trillion dollar eye disease 
burden. These are the individuals that you will 
increasingly see NAEVR feature in its advocacy 
and AEVR in its education as the Alliances 

“put faces to eye disease”—and to those who 
conduct the research to save and restore vision. 

With respect to research, the 
expert panel responded to 
numerous questions about 
the impact of budget cuts on 
the momentum of research, 
especially support for young 
investigators. Panelist and 
new NAEVR/AEVR Boards 
member Dr. Karla Zadnik 
related how Ohio State self-
funded its summer program 
to interest young optometry 
students in research, due to the 

unavailability of NEI training grants (see right). 
AEVR Executive Director James Jorkasky 
introduced ARVO member Adiv Johnson, Ph.D. 
(Mayo Clinic), who attended the release event 
prior to his visits that afternoon with Minnesota 
Congressional delegation offices under the 
auspices of the Rally for Medical Research 
Advocacy Day, where he represented NAEVR.  
ARVO’s Manager of Advocacy and Outreach 
Matt Windsor, Ph.D., a young researcher, also 
participated by visiting Maryland delegation 
offices. Their presence that day was important, 
as Congress was voting on the Continuing 

Resolution (CR) to fund government programs 
in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015, and Drs. Johnson 
and Windsor provided their perspective on 
the real-life consequences of federal funding 
delays. 

As you read this Report, I hope you are struck 
by the breadth of the Alliances’ activities. I wish 
to thank the vision community organizations 
that have committed time and resources in 
2014 to make this possible. Shortly, we will 
request 2015 financial support, and I ask 
for your commitment when NAEVR and 
AEVR issue invoices in early December. Your 
continued support will enable us to enhance 
efforts to put faces behind the numbers to 
make the case for vision research funding.    
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The expert panel at AEVR’s September 18 
National Press Club event included left to right: 
Karla Zadnik, O.D., Ph.D. (Ohio State University 
College of Optometry), James Tsai, M.D. (New 
York Eye and Ear Infirmary /Mount Sinai Health 
System), National Eye Institute (NEI) Director 
Paul Sieving, M.D., Ph.D., Neil Bressler, M.D. 
(Wilmer Eye Institute/ Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, and moderator Michelle 
Miller (CBS News).  See inside for full details.  

Dr. Sieving with Paul D’Addario, the featured 
patient on the new Vision and Blindness fact sheet    

In late July, NAEVR Executive Director James 
Jorkasky (far right) visited new NAEVR/AEVR 
Boards member Karla Zadnik, O.D., Ph.D. (far 
left) at the Ohio State University College of 
Optometry where he met seven of the young 
students who were engaged in research 
this summer. Dr. Zadnik reported at AEVR’s 
September 18 event that the program was self-
funded by OSU this year due to training grant 
budget cuts at the NEI. 
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These are the individuals that 
you will increasingly see NAEVR 
feature in its advocacy and AEVR 
in its education as the Alliances 
“put faces to eye disease”—and to 
those who conduct the research to 
save and restore vision. 
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