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NAEVR URGES FY2015 NIH FUNDING OF $32 BILLION AND  

NEI FUNDING AT $730 MILLION TO MAINTAIN RESEARCH MOMENTUM  
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) Funding:  
 

• The vision community recommends Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 NIH funding level of  
$32 billion, which would fully restore the $1.7 billion FY2013 sequester cut partially 
restored in FY2014 and enable an inflationary increase. The latter is crucial, as NIH has 
lost 22 percent of its purchasing power since FY2003, in terms of constant dollars.   
 

• FY2015 NIH funding of $32 billion is critical for supporting Research Project Grants, as 
the number of RPGs awarded in FY2013 was 20 percent less than in FY2003. R01s, or 
Investigator-initiated grants, have been affected even more dramatically, as the number 
awarded fell by 34 percent between FY2003 and FY2013.   
 

• Cuts and lack of inflationary increases have significantly limited NIH’s ability to sustain 
current research capacity and encourage promising new areas of science. This comes at 
a time when past investment in basic and clinical research is resulting in new 
diagnostics, treatments, and prevention strategies that are saving and improving lives.  
 

• NIH is also an economic driver. In FY2011, NIH-funded research supported 432,000 
jobs across the U.S. and generated more than $62 billion in new economic activity. 
Every $1 of NIH funding generated about $2.21 in local economic growth.  

 
• The United States must capitalize on previous NIH investment to drive research 

progress, train the next generation of scientists, create new jobs, promote economic 
growth, and maintain leadership in the global innovation economy.  

 
National Eye Institute (NEI) Funding:  

 
• NIH funding of $32 billion results in NEI funding of $730 million, which would restore 

sequester cuts and enable an inflationary increase, the latter being crucial as NEI has 
lost 25 percent of its purchasing power since FY2003. The FY2013 sequester cut of 
$36 million resulted in NEI awarding 30 fewer grants−any one of which may hold the 
promise to save sight and restore vision.  
 

• NEI’s FY2014 funding of $682 million is less than 0.5 percent of the $139 billion annual 
cost of vision disorders−which have the fifth highest direct medical costs, only less 
than heart disease, cancers, emotional disorders, and pulmonary conditions. The U.S. 
is spending only $2.10 per-person, per-year for research, while the cost of treating low 
vision and blindness is $6,680 per-person, per-year.  
 

• The U.S. is the world leader in vision research. Without adequate funding, the NEI may 
not be able to pursue its primary “audacious goal” of regenerating neurons and neural 
connections in the eye and visual system, thereby restoring vision and returning 
individuals to productive, independent, and quality lives.  


