
   

                
 

THE FOUNDATION FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
  

& 
 

THE ALLIANCE FOR EYE AND VISION RESEARCH 
(AEVR) 

 

continues its series of educational briefings on breakthrough 

developments in eye and vision research funded by the Foundation 

Fighting Blindness and the National Eye Institute (NEI) 

 

Please join us for a Luncheon Briefing 

“Rare Eye Diseases: 

On the Brink of Breakthroughs”  

Welcome by  

Congressman Pete Sessions 

Wednesday, October 31, 2007 

12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm 

House Rayburn B-369  
 

Please R.S.V.P. to  
Dina Beaumont @ 202-530-4672 or dina_beaumont@yr.com 

 
Note: FFB & AEVR are 501(c)3 Non-Profit Educational Foundations hosting this 

widely attended event with meal value less than $50  



FFB / AEVR Luncheon Briefing 
“Rare Eye Diseases: On the Brink of Breakthroughs”  

Wednesday, October 31, 2007 
12 Noon - 1:00 pm, House Rayburn B - 369 

R.S.V.P. to: 202-530-4672 or dina_beaumont@yr.com    
 
What is the focus of this briefing, and why it is important? 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) and the National Eye Institute (NEI) within the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) are leading the charge in finding the preventions and cures for rare eye diseases.  Researchers funded 
by these organizations are on the verge of exciting breakthroughs to restore sight, many of which are finally in 
human clinical trials. For example, this fall’s new hit TV series “The Bionic Women” features a “bionic eye” — a 
retinal implant currently being tested in patients that is no longer fiction. Human gene therapy trials have begun to 
essentially replace a “bad” gene with a “good” one. This briefing will report on these and other exciting discoveries 
on the cutting edge of research that are currently underway. 
 
What is the impact of FFB and NEI-funded research into rare eye diseases? 
FFB, through privately-funded research, and the NEI, through federally-funded research, support vital, 
groundbreaking scientific research that is bringing hope to the more than 9 million U.S. citizens suffering vision loss 
from rare neurodegenerative eye diseases. In fact, within the past two years, these breakthroughs have included the 
discovery of genes associated with age-related macular degeneration (AMD), the leading cause of blindness, 
emerging therapies for people with Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP), new stem cell therapies, and the advancement of the 
most promising gene therapies into human clinical trials. 
 
The NEI estimates the cost of all vision impairment and eye disease in the U.S. at $68 billion annually. In addition 
to this overall economic impact, for individuals with these rare neurodegenerative eye diseases, it is particularly 
tragic that both affected children and seniors lose their vision, leaving them unable to drive, read, and recognize the 
faces of loved ones. This loss of productivity and independence leads to a dramatic decline in their quality of life 
and psychological well-being that is comparable to that from cancer or coronary heart disease. 
 
About the speaker… 
Stephen Rose, Ph.D, is FFB’s Chief Research Officer, providing overall leadership for the Foundation's scientific 
and clinical programs. He is a molecular biologist and immunologist who spent 14 years at the NIH in various roles, 
including Director of the Division of Clinical DNA Research in the Office of Biotechnology Activities, Office of 
the NIH Director, and Director of the Office of Clinical Applications in the Division of Allergy, Immunology, and 
Transplantation in the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).  
 
About FFB… 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness, Inc., is a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation dedicated to research that will provide 
preventions, treatments, and cures for people affected by retinitis pigmentosa (RP), macular degeneration, Usher 
Syndrome, and the entire spectrum of retinal degenerative diseases. FFB, which has funded thousands of research 
studies at hundreds of prominent institutions, supports leading-edge research in promising areas such as genetics, 
gene therapy, retinal cell transplantation, artificial retinal implants, and pharmaceutical and nutritional therapies.  
Since its inception in 1971, The Foundation has raised over $255 million for research.  
 
About AEVR… 
The Alliance for Eye and Vision Research (AEVR) is a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation dedicated to education about 
the importance of federal funding for eye and vision research.   
 
 

FFB and AEVR are pleased to host this widely attended event, with a meal value of less than $50. 
 


