
 
ALLIANCE FOR EYE AND VISION RESEARCH  

In conjunction with: 
         Research to Prevent Blindness    Research!America  

AMD Alliance International   Alliance for Aging Research   
Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology   

European Vision Institute    Lighthouse Guild   
 

continues its education about eye and vision research with an  
Eye-Healthy Luncheon Briefing     

 

Aging Eye Disease Prevalence and Cost by 2050:  
How Vision Research Addresses This Challenge  

 
Held during International Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) 

 Awareness Week 2014, the briefing reports on new studies about  
aging eye disease and the public’s attitudes about vision loss and  

features the latest on eye and vision research by   
Neil Bressler, M.D. (Wilmer Eye Institute/Johns Hopkins) 

 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

12 Noon - 1:15 pm 
House Rayburn B-369 

 
R.S.V.P. to Dina Beaumont @ 202-530-4672 or dinabeau@aol.com 

 
Note: AEVR is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Educational Foundation  

hosting this widely attended event, featuring an eye-healthy luncheon   
 



AEVR’s Decade of Vision 2010-2020 Initiative Presents a Congressional Briefing 
Recognizing International AMD Awareness Week 2014    

Aging Eye Disease Prevalence/Cost by 2050: How Vision Research Addresses this Challenge  
Thursday, September 18, 2014     12:00 Noon–1:15 pm, House Rayburn B-369  

RSVP to:  202-530-4672 or dinabeau@aol.com 
 
What are the Latest Data on Aging Eye Disease? 
In a June 2014 report entitled The Future of Vision: Forecasting the Prevalence and Costs of Vision Problems, 
Prevent Blindness projected the annual cost of vision disorders in 2050 at $373 billion−$717 billion when 
adjusted for inflation. Prevalence/cost will shift to conditions that are more common at older ages [for example, 
age–related macular degeneration (AMD)] and for minorities [diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma]). The age 90-
plus population will experience the highest rate of growth of eye disease since it is the fastest growing segment 
of the U.S. population.  
 
What Are the Public’s Attitudes About Vision Loss?  
On the morning of September 18 at the National Press Club, AEVR will release a study conducted with 
Research!America [and sponsored by Research to Prevent Blindness (RPB)] that gauges the public’s attitudes 
about vision loss. AEVR will release these findings at the Congressional Briefing, noting how vision research 
being funded by the National Eye Institute (NEI) within the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is currently 
addressing the demographic challenges and the public’s fear of vision loss.   
 
What is the Latest Research on AMD? 
Neil Bressler, M.D. (Wilmer Eye Institute/Johns Hopkins), a panelist at the National Press Club event earlier 
that morning, will describe the latest in research on AMD, the leading cause of blindness and low vision if left 
untreated in the United States. AMD affects central vision, specifically the macula in the light-sensitive back of 
the eye called the retina, altering a person’s ability to read and drive, and affecting productivity, independence, 
and other aspects of one’s quality of life. Dr. Bressler will report that, although 15 years ago there was little 
effective treatment for AMD, it is now one of hottest areas of research by the global vision community, 
experiencing breakthroughs and evolving challenges. This has included the identification of gene variants 
associated with increased risk of AMD−many of which are associated with the body’s immune response− 
findings that suggest that AMD may not be a single, complex genetic disease but likely multiple, distinct 
biological diseases, as well as therapies directed at the cause of the “wet” or neovascular form of AMD, the 
leading cause of blindness if left untreated.    
 
About the Speaker….  
Neil Bressler, M.D. is the James P. Gills Professor of Ophthalmology at the Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns 
Hopkins University. Dr. Bressler is Editor-in-Chief of JAMA Ophthalmology, part of the JAMA Network 
consortium of peer-reviewed publications included JAMA, chairs the NEI’s Data and Safety Monitoring 
Committee for intramural clinical trials, has chaired the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Ophthalmic 
Devices Panel, and has chaired the NEI-funded Diabetic Retinopathy Clinical Research (DRCR) Network, a 
collaborative network of over 100 participating sites and 300 eye care professionals dedicated to facilitating 
multicenter clinical research of diabetic retinopathy, diabetic macular edema, and associated conditions.   
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